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Statistics of Urban Municipal Electrical Utilities of Ontario Supplied by the 
Commission.—Statistics of the assets and liabilities of the electrical departments of 
urban municipalities served by the Hydro-Electric Power Commission show, for 
1942, total assets of $185,566,346, as compared with liabilities of $21,496,463. Of 
the difference, $91,828,309 was allotted as reserves, leaving a surplus of $72,241,574. 
In computing the percentage of net debt to total assets, the equity in Hydro systems 
is not taken into account. Between 1933 and 1942 total assets increased by 
$49,787,677 while total liabilities decreased by $28,424,291. 

Rural Electrical Service in Ontario.*—During past years substantial progress 
has been made in Ontario in the field of rural electrification, and the Commission's 
rural operations are now an important feature of its work. Towards this rural 
work the Ontario Government, pursuant to its policy of promoting agriculture— 
the basic industry—contributes, in the form of 'grants-in-aid', 50 p.c. of the initial 
capital cost of distribution lines and equipment. In 1930 the Ontario Govern­
ment passed legislation providing for advances up to $1,000 to actual farm owners 
of lands and premises in rural power districts for the installation of electrical wiring 
and the purchase of equipment and providing for the fixing of low maximum service 
charges for all classes of rural service. For the duration of the War service to non­
essential rural service has been suspended, unless this service will increase the 
production of foodstuffs. 

15.—Electrical Service to Rural Power Districts Operated by the Ontario Hydro-
Electric Power Commission, Years Ended Oct. 31, 1938-43 
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1 Included in "Capital invested" 

Manitoba.—The Manitoba Power Commission commenced its operations in 
1919 under the authority of the Electrical Power Transmission Act. This Act 
empowered the Commission to make provision for generating electric energy, to 
enter into contracts for the purchase of power in bulk from generating agencies and 
for its transmission and sale to municipalities, corporations and individuals. 

The Act was patterned after Ontario legislation governing the Hydro-Electric 
Power Commission of Ontario and, until 1932, the Commission in Manitoba func­
tioned in much the same way; it owned and operated transmission lines and sub­
stations, and sold power in bulk to the municipalities, which took care of the cost 
of distribution and retailed power to individuals. After 1932 many factors combined 
to unduly burden the municipalities and the decision was made to serve the con­
sumers direct. 

• Legislation passed concerning rural power is as follows: The Power Commission Act (E.S.O., 1927, c. 
57); The Rural Hydro-Electric Distribution Act (R.S.O., 1927, c. 59); The Rural Power District Loans Act, 
19S0 (20 Geo. V, c. 14); and The Rural District Service Charge Act, 19S0 (20 Geo. V, c. 15). 


